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Namespace sizes
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Innovating in the .au 
domain

● High demand for trusted .au 

domain names

● Keeping pace with community 

expectations and changing 

technology

● International innovations
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International examples

● Including:

● United Kingdom (.uk)

● New Zealand (.nz)

● United States (.us)

● France (.fr)



.au direct



Benefits of .au direct

● Greater choice of names in .au

● Shorter, more memorable names

● Names that are easier to display 

on mobile devices
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Priority allocation 
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● Process co-designed with stakeholders

● Pre-existing registrants provided 

priority to apply for exact match

● Six month period following launch 

(24 March – 20 September 2022)



End of Priority 
Allocation Period

● 20 September 2022

● .au direct names available to 

public where: 

● No applications received 

● The domain name is not in 

contention
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● Visit auDA.org.au/audirect:

● Fact sheets

● Blogs

● Tools

● Licensing rules

Resources

https://www.auda.org.au/au-domain-names/au-domain-names/au-direct


.au membership

● Access exclusive events, briefings 

and resources

● Updates on innovations in .au

● Join for free at auda.org.au/join
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https://www.auda.org.au/become-au-member-today




Bruce Tonkin
Chief Operating 
Officer
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Key dates and times

23 March 2022 (UTC)

● 22:00 UTC  (9 am AEDT) – Priority token 
tool live

24 March 2022 (UTC)

● 00:00 UTC (11 am AEDT) – cut-off for 
eligibility for Priority Allocation Process

● 02:00 UTC (1 pm AEDT)  - .au direct go-
live
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● During Priority Allocation Period there 
are three types of registration:

1. New .au direct names

2. Single Match .au direct names

3. Multiple Match .au direct names

Registration types
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● Search for available names

● Validate Australian presence, eg:

● ABN

● TM (Trademark) number

● Australian driver licence

● Register for 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 years

● Available for use immediately

New .au direct 
registration
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Search new names 
at auda.org.au

New name search



Domain search results
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.au.au

Check list of registrars

Name available in 
.au direct
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● Use priority status tool

● Two options:

● Register with current registrar

● Register with different registrar 
(must provide the priority-token)

● Registrar will validate eligibility

● Register for 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 years

● Available for use immediately

Single match

https://www.auda.org.au/tools/priority-status-tool
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Priority token retrieval

* See Appendix for how to retrieve the priority-token
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● Use priority status tool 

● You can register with your existing or 
different registrar (token required) who 
will validate eligibility

● Name will go into pending registration 
status

● Refer to appendix for more information

Multiple match

https://www.auda.org.au/tools/priority-status-tool
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● Some registrants will have the same 
name in multiple namespaces

● To apply for the .au direct, apply with 
one domain name and decline the 
remainder

● forexample.com.au - Apply

● forexample.net.au – Decline

● It does not matter which namespace 
(e.g. net.au or com.au) you choose

Multiple Category 1 
names
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Decline to apply

* See Appendix for more information
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● From 24 March 2022 the domain 
name being applied for must be:
a) a match to a person’s legal name, 

first name or family name

b) an acronym or abbreviation of the 
person’s legal name, first name or 
family name

c) a nickname of the person

● id.au can no longer be used for 
personal interests or hobbies

id.au rule change
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• A person must not use the licence to 
facilitate any conduct that is illegal, 
unlawful or fraudulent under 
Australian law

• A person must not use or 
inadvertently allow their domain 
name to be used to compromise the 
integrity, stability and security of the 
.au and global DNS
• This includes phishing, malware 

and botnets

Prohibited uses of a 
.au direct name



.au Domain 
Administration Ltd

Questions?



Upcoming events

● 9 March 2022 - Protect your business 

and customer data (for .au members)

● 13 April 2022 - eSafety Commission: 

keeping Australians safe online

● Register: auDA.org.au/events

27

http://www.auda.org.au/events


.au Domain 
Administration Ltd

Appendix



Priority status tool
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Priority status tool

https://www.auda.org.au/tools/priority-status-tool

Enter your domain 
name here

https://www.auda.org.au/tools/priority-status-tool


Priority status tool results
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Only one matching 
name found
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Multiple matches 
found

Priority status results



Priority Allocation 
Process
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Priority allocation

Priority categories:

● Priority Category 1 : Domain Names 
registered before 4 February 2018

● Priority Category 2: Domain names 
registered after 4 February 2018

● More information here
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https://www.auda.org.au/blog/what-priority-allocation-process


Prioritisation rules

● If you are a Category 1 applicant, 
you will have priority over Category 
2 applicants

● If there are multiple Category 1 
applicants, the applicants will need 
to reach an agreement amongst 
themselves on who is allocated the 
.au direct name

● If there are multiple Category 2 
applicants, the applicant with the 
earliest registration date will be 
allocated the .au direct name.
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Priority token retrieval
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Confirmation token retrieved
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Link to retrieve the 
Authorisation code.

Email confirmation
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Click-through to get the 
authorisation code

Priority token retrieval page
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Provide this information to your registrar (if changing registrar)

Priority token
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Decline to apply
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Link to confirm that you 
wish to decline this 
application

Email sent to registrant
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Decline page

Click-through to confirm



44

Confirmation that 
the decline has 
been recorded

Decline Confirmation
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